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Gray & Pa

depend on arct

They’re sifting for the past
before building the future

Allkinds of modern-day projects
rveys

sitesbout s miles south
of downtown on a mild

By Robert Grattan
HARLES Blu-
dan pushed his
way through a
tangled _ mass

of branches, thoms and

, heading fora mud-
dy creek about 300
Sromthesideof Texas 288,

‘Afewmonths later, the

thicket he was fighting
would be plowed under

Bludau had come to the

to history that might be
Ieftin the soon-to-be de-
veloped brush.
The creek, he said,
was the most promis-
ing of a number o sites.

he planned to examine
at day. loat
ing plasic botles ob .
e surface. But imes s / HocstonCroncla
hundreds of yearsiago, Bindan uves a metal Getacior 4 te Sam
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P1pe11nes add to work for archaeologlsts

Pipelines from page Dx

the stream could have been an
important source of water, an

the thicket a place for long-gone

inhabitans o shltr from the

St they were ont t here, that's

for artifacts or
cvidence that mightlead back in
time.

Consulting _ archacologists
guch as Bludaw, who

HI y & Pape, have done
thousands ofsimiar sorveys in

here
ingthego-ahead —ornot —toall
kindsof modern-day projects

Following the pipelines
Permapt el Bidgest drverof

regulations requiring as-
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fectrelics ofthe nationshistory.

e
cent or more of our business,”
said Jim Hughey,a regional man-

agerat HRA Gray & Pape. “There

“The work begins with a de-

At other times, Hughey said,

ed P
the entire length of a proposed
icieqiire les -

Litmoen oo

‘bea historical clues.

it

g il pri
Fomosw(mm year, how-

n ing cont
ton alone through the first 1
months of 2014, according to 4

babitant.Steepslopes P
didn't, Ahlman sai

e iden.
ify survey areas, teams head out
inio field.

The creek bank where Blu-

‘While not all that activiy re-
y hatactity re

d&
sediment deposits. He began by

National Historic Preservation

lndlfovtd«‘pm:mdp:nrm

orindependent permitting agen-

Bt
dvei thed

Vlpm mipin s

the pattern. He used a siter to

in the Na-
honﬂkepstuu[lilmncl’h«s.

About6inchesintothe second

somes Netsan / Houston Chroniclo

near Texas 288 because the de-

clay pit Bludau had cleared. He

San Jacinto Battleground. His archaeological work was a

and remove all archacological
idence at th site. The pipe

line began shipping cruc

Cushing, Okla, et Coum

inJanuary:

e find even became some-
thingofa publicrelations win for
TransCanada, which developed

ecting the

an

causing delays and e

e sumomm
the pres

i
nent to the narrative surround-
inga proj
1 think it represents a new
mindse with project propo
nents,” said Ahlman, of T
Stat

which is fac-

ires a wetlan
‘permitfrom the US. Army Corps.
of Engineers. He's also surveyed

People probably wouldn't
have sayed in areas that water-

he said, are flint shavings that
would result from carving or

ind and work with representa-
tives of the Caddo Nation on a

Cultural resources
Regulatons under the Nation-

Fipelines and other energy
transmission projects

e e it
Regulatory Commission, and

any numnuuy ek e

s
coming of e, bk e ik

affecthhistorical artifacts.

Companies hire archaeolo-
gists to conduct surveys as part
ofthatprocess.

o e fw
projects where we did a survey
Of 2 good siae where we didn't
find any sites,” Ablman said
"Tye done as00-mile ppeline

id hi

torcal sites completely, saxd
Todd
e Amhmxog

Oregon — it was a 200-mile ine
andwe .. inga sit

i finds — ancient building
foumtatons o bocl grovnis
& can generate
conflct.

i carly 20, TransCanada
construction in East
Toxas were Tying pipe for
the 23 billion Guif Coast
Pipeline when they stumbled

to between 1430 and 1680 anc

constructio
Companies often work with
stakeholders in advance to de-

created an industry in o
g archacology: Firms includ-
mg HRA Gray & Pape Papestio she

chacological discoueic
ors review the plans,
bt Lhey rarely are public

ull\lnl o

e e e resource

are clouly guarded secrets to  existingopera
avoid attracting visitors who Huylry,e[HRAGny&Pnpq
werefound.

"
If something is discovered

Studies at Texas State Univer-
sity.

be'a mate of roting pr e

high-valt . But

iih many pipelines running

Through remote areas, archae:

and often project managers can

a confederacy of several Native
American tribes that inhabited
an area including East Texas,
Lovisianaand Oklahoma.
ipeline.

I develping the Gulf Coast
ipeline, TransCanada worked
e
cluding the Texas Historical
the Tribal Histori

site, Ahlman said.
The most common finds,

sopped. while TransCanads
jired contractors to catalog the

shovels 8 more poleatil st
an ever before.

O Lo s o o o
about how prehistoric popu-
lations behaved than we ever
pouldaveifwehadotdone his
kind ofthing,"h

Corps of Engineers, to record
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